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incumbent on him to be consistent. It is rarely the
case that one line of action is so demonstrably the best
that a reasonable man may not in deliberation hesitate
between it and another; and he who finds that he
cannot persuade those whom he advises to take what
he considers the best course is surely justified in also
suggesting the next best alternative. Nor should it be
forgotten that Mirabeau was, as his friend says, very
impressionable, at one moment despondent, at another
so elated that he was apt to ignore or make light of the
most formidable obstacles.